NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATI ON SERVI CE
CONSERVATI ON PRACTI CE STANDARD
PRESCRI BED GRAZI NG
(ACRE)

CCODE 528A

DEFI NI TI ON

The controll ed harvest of vegetation with grazing or browsing
animals, managed with the intent to achi eve a specified

obj ecti ve.

PRUPCSES

This practice nmay be applied as part of a conservation managenent
systemto acconplish one or nore of the follow ng purposes:

| mprove or maintain the health and vigor of selected
plant(s) and to maintain a stable and desired pl ant
comunity.

Provide or maintain food, cover and shelter for animals of
concern.

| mprove or maintain animal health and productivity.
Mai ntain or inprove water quality and quantity.

Reduce accel erated soil erosion and maintain or inprove soi
condition for sustainability of the resource.

CONDI TI ONS WHERE PRACTI CE APPLI ES

This practice may be applied on all |ands where grazing and/or
br owsi ng ani mal s are managed.

CRI TERI A

General Criteria Applicable For Al the Purposes Stated Above.
Renoval of herbage will be in accordance with production
limtations, plant sensitives and managenent goal s using Sections
| & 11 of the FOIG and ot her references as gui dance.

Frequency of defoliations and season of grazing will be based on
the rate and physi ol ogi cal conditions of plant growth.

Duration and intensity of grazing will be based on desired pl ant
heal th and expected productivity of key forage species to neet
managenent unit objectives.

Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed. To obtain the current version of
this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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Mai nt ai n enough vegetative cover to prevent accel erated soi
erosion due to wind and water.

Application of this practice will manipulate the intensity,
frequency, duration, and season of grazing to:

I nsure optimumwater infiltration,

Mai ntain or inprove riparian and upland area vegetation,
Protect streanbanks from erosion

Manage for deposition of fecal material way from water

bodi es, and

Pronot e ecol ogi cal and econom cal stable plant communities
on both upland and bottom | and sites which neet |andowner
obj ecti ves.

Additional Criteria For Inproved Aninmal Health and Productivity.

Movenment of aninmals will be in a nmanner to inprove and/ or
mai ntai n ani nmal health and performance, and to reduce or prevent
spread of disease, parasites, and contact with harnful insects.

G azing should be applied in accordance with forage quality and
quantity criteria that best neets the production requirenents for
the kind and/or class of aninal.

Additional Criteria for Water Quality.

Duration, intensity, frequency, and season of grazing in or near
surface waters will be applied in such a manner that the inpacts
to vegetative and water quality wll be positive.

Duration, intensity, frequency, and season of grazing wll be
applied to enhance nutrient cycling by better manure distribution
and increased rate of deconposition.

Additional Criteria for Soil Erosion and Condition.

Duration, intensity, frequency, and season of grazing shall be
managed to m nim ze soil conpaction or other detrinental effects.

Duration, intensity, frequency, and season of grazing shall be
applied to sustain vegetative cover to mnimze soil erosion

CONSI DERATI ONS

Suppl enental feed may be necessary to neet the desired
nutritional |evels for animals of concern. Placenent of

suppl enental feed should be considered to reduce negative inpacts
to soil, water, air, plant, and ani nmal resources.

Use of natural or artificial shelter will be included as part of
this practice when conditions denmand.
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Ani mal husbandry requirenents which may affect the design of the
grazing prescription will be considered.

Prescri bed Grazing should consider the needs of other enterprises
utilizing the sane |and, such as wildlife and recreational uses.

PLANS AND SPECI FI CATI ONS

A Prescribed G azing schedule will be prepared for all fields and
pastures incorporating any additional feed supplenentation for
the operating unit or portion of an operating unit being
addressed. G azing schedules wll be recorded in a nmanner that
is readily understood and useabl e by the decision maker in their
daily operations. The manner of docunentation will depend upon
the size and conplexity of the operating unit and the details
required for a grazing prescription.

A Prescribed G azing schedule will include the follow ng
i nformati on:

1. Docunentation of the expected forage quantity and quality for
each managenent unit(s), i.e., pastures during the grazing
season.

2. Docunentation of the nunber of donmestic |ivestock by kinds
and cl ass, and the nunber of grazing/browsing wldlife of concern
anticipated within the managenent unit(s).

3. Docunentation of nutritional surpluses and deficiencies from
the forage resources for each kind and class of |ivestock and
grazing/browsing wildlife of concern in the managenent unit(s).

4. Suppl enental feed requirenments needs to neet the desired
nutritional level for the kind and class of |ivestock and
grazing/browsing wildlife of concern in the managenent unit(s).

5. Devel opnent of a planned grazing scheduled for |ivestock
whi ch identifies periods of grazing, resting, and other treatnent
activities for each managenent unit(s).

6. A contingency plan that details potential problens, i.e.,
drought, and a guide for adjusting the grazing prescription to
i nsure resource managenent and econom c feasibility w thout
resource degradation will be devel oped.

OPERATI ON:

The manager will apply Prescribed G azing on a continuing basis,
maki ng adj ustnents as needed to insure that the concept and
objectives of its application are net.

MAI NTENANCE
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The Prescribed G azing schedule will specify when eval uati ons of
the current feed and forage supply should be made. If an

i nhal ance is determ ned the prescription should be adjusted
accordingly or other harvesting techniques appli ed.
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